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The Tivetshalls’ 

Grapevine 

YOUR GRAPEVINE 

I note, as I start to prepare this issue, that it is number 120. With six issues a year 

that suggested your Grapevine should be celebrating its 20 year anniversary. I have 

only lived in the village for a little over 19 years so could not, personally, confirm this, 

but a quick check of my collection shows that I’m not quite right. The Grapevine 

appears to have started mid-1994, publishing four issues a year, changing to six in 

1997, making this more of a coming of age than a simple anniversary. 

My collection was scanned and loaded to the parish web site a couple of years back, 

but there are some gaps; if anybody has any old issues they could lend me, I would 

be very interested to hear from them. 

Whatever the exact situation, your Grapevine is now an established part of local life. 

Its primary purpose is to keep you informed of the business of your Parish Council, 

but there is scope for more – if you want it. Please let us know what you think. 

FASTER BROADBAND 

As some of you know, the Better Broadband for Norfolk operation is helping some 

parts of the county, but is not currently scheduled to come all the way to Tivetshall. 

The internet is fast becoming essential infrastructure, and even if you just want to 

use Skype to talk to family, it works better with a fast reliable connection.  

I have no doubt that things will improve eventually, but It has been suggested that 

the more interest that is registered on BT’s web site, the better the chance of the 

improvement being sooner rather than later. You have nothing to lose! 
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T. C. GARRETT ROOFING 

CONTRACTOR 

Your Local Contractor For All Your Roofing Requirements 

Flat/Tiled/Slated 

Including all timberworks & UPVC fascia & guttering works 

Call us today for a no obligation free quotation and advice 

On 01508 531765 or Email us at: enquiries@tcgarrettroofing.co.uk 

118 IPSWICH ROAD, LONG STRATTON, NR15 2TJ 

 

TURBINES AT UPPER VAUNCES FARM 

The enquiry into TCI Renewables’ application to install wind turbines at Upper 

Vaunces Farm at Semere Green started at this time last year, and it has taken until 

now for the powers that be to reach a decision. 

The Inspector recommended that permission be granted. The Secretary of State, 

however, disagreed with the Inspector and refused permission. 

I have not read all of the 100+ page document, and what I have read of it is in a 

language that may be related to, but is not really, English. It says, in essence, that the 

harm the turbines would cause far outweighs the benefits and that “the impacts .. 

are not, and cannot be made, acceptable”. 

This seems pretty definite but, given the history of this application, and the ridiculous 

amount of money involved, nearly everybody expects it to be appealed. Those 

opposed (a large majority of local residents) may be celebrating but they are girding 

their loins for the battle still to come. 
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 FOOTPATHS ARE NOT FOR HORSES 

It ought to be obvious that footpaths are for people on foot, but there are some 

who, apparently, think otherwise. I have written before about horse riders using St. 

Mary’s churchyard, and a parishioner has recently complained that at least one rider 

has started using the path from The Street to Church Lane. This is very inconsiderate 

and makes the path unsuitable for those using it for its designated purpose. 

I shouldn’t need to say this but foot paths are for people, and bridle paths are for 

horses. Please observe some basic rules, and use the appropriate paths. 

 

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATORS 

The rate of survival after a heart attack is dependent upon time. The quicker the 

intervention, the better the outcome, so urgent action is needed. Many local villages 

are now getting, or working to get, what are called public access defibrillators (which 

deliver a high energy electric shock to restore the heart’s normal rhythm). In rural 

areas these can, quite literally, make the difference between life and death. 

It was suggested at one of our meetings that it would be a good idea for our village 

to have one. These machines cost around £1000 and The British Heart Foundation 

has a community package that includes £400 funding. To qualify we need to explain 

why we need funding, demonstrate a willingness to cascade training in CPR 

(cardiopulmonary resuscitation – a first aid technique to buy time), which is the 

manual step to take prior to using a defibrillator, and demonstrate that there would 

be unrestricted access. 

As a first step we have registered with the BHF and have been in touch with the 

ambulance service, with whom we should coordinate should we go ahead. The next 

step is up to you. Do you think it a good idea? Would you be willing to get involved, 

to have the training? Would you be willing to help with fund raising? 

This cannot happen without community involvement. If you want it, please get in 

touch. We will work with you, but we cannot do it alone. 
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  HEALTH CHECKS 

Some of you may be interested in this, from the NHS and Norfolk County Council …  

Don't miss life's precious moments  

If you’re aged 40 to 74, help look after your health so you don't miss out on precious 

moments, such as the birth of a grandchild, your son’s graduation, or daughter’s 

wedding. A quick and easy step towards achieving this is having a free NHS Health 

Check. 

Norfolk’s firefighters are backing this year’s campaign, to encourage as many people 

as possible to have an NHS Health Check. Go to http://youtu.be/DpOfyOWvJug to 

watch a video to see how they got on… 

Each health check takes approximately 30 minutes and records blood pressure, 

weight, cholesterol levels and blood sugar. This helps to assess your risk of 

developing heart disease, stroke, kidney disease or diabetes.  

Checks also include tailored lifestyle advice on heart disease risk factors such as: 

smoking, high blood pressure, alcohol consumption, high cholesterol, obesity, poor 

diet and physical inactivity. 

To be eligible for a free NHS Health Check you must: 

 Be between 40-74 years old 

 Not have had an NHS Health Check in the last 5 years 

 Live in Norfolk or be registered with a GP in Norfolk 

 Not have been diagnosed with or be receiving treatment for any of these 

conditions: 

o Diabetes 

o Heart problems 

o Kidney problems 

o High blood pressure 

o High cholesterol 

o Stroke 

If you’re unsure whether you’re eligible, speak to your GP or pharmacist. 

Health checks are available in most GP surgeries and at over 50 pharmacies across 

Norfolk. For more information, visit http://www.mynhshealthcheck.com/ or call 

0344 800 8029.  
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  DEVELOPMENT ON THE STREET 

In December, I attended South Norfolk Council’s Development Management 

Committee’s meeting again. The reason, again, was the planning application for the 

strip of land in The Street between the bungalow, “Shangri La”, and the new 

affordable houses in Bramble Close. 

Once again, I, on behalf of the Parish Council, other local residents, and Martin 

Wilby, our District Councillor, all voiced our objections, but to no avail. There were 

no representatives of the applicant present, and not one word was said in favour of 

the application. Encouraged by their officials, however, South Norfolk councillors 

voted to approve the application. 

Some of our objections were because the proposed access to the site, through 

Bramble Close, was absurd, and the committee did acknowledge this. The only 

alternative access, directly off The Street, destroying the hedgerow, had already 

been discounted, and was not presented to the committee as an option, so was not 

addressed by any objections. The hedgerow has been classified as ancient, and is 

protected. Nonetheless, South Norfolk councillors, based on the opinion of one 

committee member decided that it wasn’t really ancient at all and that it should be 

destroyed. Outline permission was granted subject to access being from the front. 

Following this decision I, and others, complained that, in effect, the committee had 

exceeded its authority by approving something other than that put forward for 

approval. All of us have received similar replies to the effect that the committee had 

done nothing wrong. I am not a lawyer, and it may be that they followed the letter 

of the law, but the decision flies in the face of localism: the local community is being 

completely ignored. 

The permission is outline only and, technically, dependent upon the adoption of the 

Local Plan. It is safe to assume, however, that a detailed application will be 

presented, probably later this year. When this happens, we will, of course, be there 

objecting to it but, for the moment, it seems there is little that can be done. 

This saga has been rumbling for some time now and the attitude of South Norfolk 

Council has been one of arrogance, and total disdain for local residents. Officials 

seem to be working hand in glove with the applicants. Your Parish Council will 

continue to fight this on behalf of local residents, none of whom want this, or see 

the need for it. 
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PAUL LOVETT 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

For a quick reliable service phone 

01379 608183 

repairs to most makes of: 

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS, TUMBLE DRIERS, 

DISHWASHERS, VACUUM CLEANERS, etc. 

New & Reconditioned Appliances available 
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TIVETSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

Report on the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 11 November 2014 
at 7.30 pm in Tivetshall Village Hall 

Present: Cllr. Lynn Jollans (Acting Clerk) Cllr. Tony Jollans (Chair) 
 Cllr. Rita Land Cllr. Christopher Miller 
 Martin Wilby, District Cllr. Bev Spratt, County Cllr. 
 Vivienne Dennis (taking minutes)  

1. Declarations of Interest. 

1.1. Lynn Jollans (item 8.2.2) & Tony Jollans (item 8.2.3). Payment of expenses. 

2. Co-option. There were no applicants. 

3. Minutes - of the October meeting agreed and signed. No matters arising. 

4. Public participation. 

4.1. Bev Spratt (County Councillor) spoke: about monies available and/or not 

available; funding requested in respect of road maintenance; children’s 

services continue to struggle to make ends meet; potential solar farm 

developments at RAF Coltishall to raise NCC funds. 

4.2. Martin Wilby (District Councillor) spoke: planning application deferred to 

December; a reminder of £250 available to the Parish Council; SNC 

community awards; Saffron Community Foundation – grants available for 

community projects; Link magazine out. 

4.3. Isabelle Agrir (PCSO) not present. Agreed that Tony Jollans should e-mail her 

to ask when she is able to attend to meet new councillors. 

5. Planning Applications. 
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  5.1. 2014/1305: Land SE of Shangri-La, The Street: Chair had attended SNC 

planning meeting in October; parishioners also present & spoke; awaiting 

examination in public of the SNC Local Plan; decision deferred to December. 

Lynn Jollans proposed Chair given authority to continue to act in opposition 

to this application, (given original local plan boundaries, etc); unanimous. 

6. Reports from Councillors. 

6.1. Front of Hastoe Housing, Green Lane: Lynn Jollans contacted the voluntary 

organisation proposed by NALC, ref. trees, but too late for this initiative. Will 

get in touch with Tree Warden for advice/availability. 

Possibility of outreach work ref. planting. 

6.2. Issues from public participation in October: 

6.2.1. Speeding through village; awaiting responses ref. costs; agreed to put 

article in Grapevine outlining options & asking for opinion 

6.2.2. Uneven/’unfinished’ trod path; agreed to investigate further; ask 

Winfarthing PC; & invite comment via Grapevine. 

6.2.3. Public access defibrillator; awaiting response ref. costings. 

6.2.4. Bonds Road/Rectory Road junction; Lynn Jollans has been in contact 

with bus company, who are not convinced of the need for change of 

bus stop. Agreed that PC should continue to pursue; appeal for 

comment in Grapevine. 

6.2.5. Additional dog bin, in Primrose Hill area: agreed to purchase; with 

post & fitting etc. would anticipate cost of £150. Ask Tim Playford to 

fit. 

Ref. play area waste bins: Christopher Miller agreed to remove 

vandalised bin; monitor situation; consider recycling bin/s. 

6.2.6. Improved signage, especially for church, & village hall; not 

responsibility of Highways; but request prices, to enable further 

discussion. 

6.2.7. Distracting signage at roundabout: defer further discussion. 

6.2.8. Football team requirements for toilet facilities; ask Paul Playford 

about services to pavilion; obtain quotes. Consider District Councillor 

monies for this project. 

6.3. Light at A140 bus stop: has been adjusted; but will need checking. 
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6.4. Trees round bottle bank: complaint about hedge/s overgrown; Lynn Jollans 

contacted Norse; who will forward concerns to contractors. Look at future 

maintenance alternatives. 

6.5. Sheckford Lane: concerns that access difficult; agreed to contact Highways. 

6.6. Financial Regulations: PC agreed that they wish two separate persons to 

take roles of clerk & R.F.O. Change wording to reflect this. Also two cheque 

signatories required; ditto. Defer to January meeting for formal approvals. 

6.7. Bunny’s Burrow: investigations ongoing. PC will inform complainants. 

7. Correspondence Received 

SNC Community Awards: request brochures.  

NALC: Suffolk training session/s.  

Parish Partnership.  

E-mail ref. H. Snelling, resident of Tivetshalls in 1800s. Put note in Grapevine.  

SNC budget setting.  

E-mail querying whether any plans to renovate ruined Church of St. Mary’s.  

Richard Bacon MP: ref. Parish Councils & speed limits. Reply in agreement.  

Clerks consultation SNC 4th December: Tony Jollans & Lynn Jollans to attend.  

SNC database update ref. activities & groups, etc.  

All correspondence to be forwarded to new councillors.. 

8. Finance. 

8.1. To receive the balance of accounts. 

8.2. To approve payments. 

8.2.1. Vivienne Dennis – Meeting & Minutes 14 October £40.00 

8.2.2. Lynn Jollans - expenses £37.35 

8.2.3. Tony Jollans - expenses £35.33 

8.2.4. Royal British Legion £60.00 

8.2.5. Community Car Scheme £31.18 

Cheques & invoices examined, approved & signed. 

8.3. Budget 2015/16. 

Draft figures for 2014/15 year end & 2015/16 budget were available for 

perusal. At this stage, consider no need to increase precept.  

Agreed to place an appeal in Grapevine for Christmas tree. If need to 

purchase, then clerk given authority to spend up to £100. 
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COUNCIL CONTACTS 

Your Parish Councillors: 

  Chair: Tony Jollans  677881 e-mail: Tony@Tivetshall.org.uk 

 Lynn Jollans  677881 e-mail: Lynn@Jollans.com 

 Rita Land  07843 273593 e mail: RitaLand@BTOpenWorld.com 

 Christopher Miller  07946 458218 e-mail: Chris@Tivetshall.org.uk 

Acting Clerk: Lynn Jollans  677781 e-mail: Parish.Clerk@Tivetshall.org.uk 

Address for correspondence: Hall Farm, Hall Road, Tivetshall St. Margaret, NR15 2BD 

Parish web-site: TivetshallPC.NorfolkParishes.gov.uk 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/tivetshallpc 

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday 10th February 2015, 7:30 p.m., at the Village Hall 

Your District Councillor: Martin Wilby ( 01379 741504) 

Your County Councillor: Beverley Spratt ( 01508 489746) 

Your Member of Parliament: Richard Bacon  ( 01379 643728) 

Village Hall Bookings: 07983 742784, e-mail Enquiries@TivetshallVillageHall.org.uk 

  

 Grass and hedge cutting 

 Weeding & chemical weed suppression 

 Grounds maintenance 

 Garden machinery and ironwork 

serviced/repaired 

 Small and large jobs - all jobs considered 

 One-offs and regular maintenance 

01379 677889     07592 007050 
Tivetshall St. Margaret 

9. Councillor Comments / Future Agenda Items. 

Rita Land has been in contact with the school. 

10. Date of next meeting. 7.30 p.m. Tuesday 13th January, 2015. 

Meeting closed at 9:30 p.m 

mailto:Tony@Tivetshall.org.uk
mailto:Lynn@Jollans.com
mailto:RitaLand@BTOpenWorld.com
mailto:Parish.Clerk@Tivetshall.org.uk
http://tivetshallpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/tivetshallpc
mailto:Enquiries@TivetshallVillageHall.org.uk
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Gissing Crown 

Freehouse & Restaurant 

Lower Street, Gissing, Diss, IP22 5UJ 

Tel. 01379 677718 

email juliegissingcrown@googlemail.com 

www.gissingcrown.co.uk 

Come Drink and Dine in a Traditional Country Pub. 
Serving Real Ales and Good Pub Food at Affordable Prices. 

Children and Dogs with Well Behaved Parents Welcome. 
Children’s Menu and Enclosed Play Area/Beer Garden. 

Open All Day Saturday and Sunday. 
Food served All Day Sunday. 

Monday, Steak Night 2 for £15.00 
Curry Night Every 1st Wednesday of the Month 

Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday, Saturday & Sunday - Eat In or Take Away 

Outside Bars Catered for 

NEW CUSTOMERS ALWAYS REQUIRED - NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
 

 



 

 

TCG SCAFFOLDING SERVICES 

 
FOR HIGH QUALITY SCAFFOLD  

PRIVATE DOMESTIC TO COMMERCIAL 

WE GIVE YOU THE SAFE ACCESS REQUIRED FOR ANY JOB 

LARGE OR SMALL 

 
Call us today for a no obligation free quotation and advice 

On 01508 531765 or Email us at: enquiries@tcgscaffolding.co.uk 

 

118 IPSWICH ROAD, LONG STRATTON, NR15 2TJ 

 

Printed by: The Primrose Press  Tivetshall St. Mary  Norfolk  Telephone 01379 676378 

 

Your family run opticians on The Street, Long Stratton 

For straightforward advice, comprehensive eye examinations, an extensive range 

of standard and designer frames and sunglasses, prescription sunglasses, contact 

lenses, accessories and a warm welcome, drop in to see us at M Shepherd on The 

Street, Long Stratton. 

Opening Times – Tuesday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturdays 9am to 1pm 
 

Tel: 01508 532669 
 

1 Cooper Court, The Street, Long Stratton NR15 2XG 

www.mshepherdoptom.co.uk   
Find us on Facebook under M Shepherd Optometrist 

 

mailto:enquiries@tcgscaffolding.co.uk
http://www.mshepherdoptom.co.uk/

